stir world

A plunge into Vibhor Sogani's Pool of
Dreams'at Amsterdam Light Festival 2023
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In an age marked by rising distrust and fear of the new dawn in the
world of technology, | preferred to take on an optimist’s approach.
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Sogani, in the midst of raging scepticism, doubt and distrust. resorts to the former—as
much a reverie as it is a plausible reality of a beautiful tomorrow. “The artwork, a collective
of multitudes of images, is a reflection of my thoughts, my imaginary perception of a
beautiful tomorrow,” shares Sogani. "A dream of utopia where knowledge, technological
advancement. and the evolved intelligence will make the world dramatically beautiful and
beautifully imagined,” he adds.

With careful thought and a distinctive creative spirit, Sogani conceives Pool of Oreams, an
ethereal light installation made up of over 100 mirror-finished, stainless steel orbs.
ranging from 3.5 to 7 feet in height and 12 to 20 inches in diameter. "With this ambitious
work, | am attempting to bring together the worlds of art. light and technology to address
the theme of the festival,” he tells STIR. The artist’s imagination of a light installation which
takes into consideration the daylight—its allure lasting throughout the day—while
maintaining an interactive quality, is realised through his beloved material, stainless steel,
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The public art. however, is equally guided by the site. The chosen location for the
instaliation, near the city centre, encompasses a section of a water canal and the adjacent
land {park). This broad section of the canal accommodates boats and cruises moving in
both directions. Two nearby bridges and points across the canal serve as key vantage
points, offering various perspectives. Additionally, the lustrous clusters can be
experienced intimately, and even interacted with, by strolling through it via the park side.
The proximity of low-style Amsterdam boats and cruises passing by aided in the
determination of the sizes, arrangement, and density of the mirror-finished stainless-
steel spheres. "Surreal refiections in water, lights from the neighbourhood architecture
and the tree density on top, all helped us define the light play and the colours. In essence,
the core idea and concept evolved organically, with site considerations acting as the
primary influence and guide throughout the creative process,” the artist explains.

Initial renders of Pog! of Dreams
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The artwork, a collective of multitudes of images, is a reflection of my
thoughts, my imaginary perception of a beautiful tomorrow—a dream
of utopia where knowledge, technological advancement, and the
evolved intelligence will make the world dramatically beautiful and
beautifully imagined.

- Vibhor Sogani

The gently moving bubble forms in mirror-finished stainless steel, represent the
relationship between technology and the future—the material and the forms evoking a
futuristic feel. The dynamic reflections, the blue lights recessed below, engage
incessantly in a spirited dance—a dance that evolves with the transforming skyline and
hues of the sky. As the 53-day art exhibition seamlessly integrates a few creative
manifestations into the canvas of the city, the artists are spurred to contemplate,
question and imagine. “As with any new technology, we cannot help but ponder what the
future with Al will hold. How will it change our lives, our careers, our environment and our
reality?” questions Sogani. In his Pool of Dreams, he seeks, finds and shares a utopian
future: he contrives an immersive experience that invites curiosity and fosters
imagination—of technology. and of an evolved tomorrow.



